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RESOLUTION NO. 5248

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIALTO,

CALIFORNIA RECONFIRMING ITS ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY

REGARDING PERCHLORATE CONTAMINATION

WHEREAS, perchlorate is a strong oxidizing agent and is used extensively in explosives,
fireworks and rocket fuel; and

WHEREAS, perchlorate has been found in the environment as a result of spills, leaks, improper
disposal and accidental release to soil followed by infiltration into the ground water drinking supply,
food and milk; and

WHEREAS, perchlorate can disrupt the thyroid gland and its production of hormones that
regulate metabolism and growth; and

WHEREAS, infants and pregnant women are particularly at risk to the health effects caused by
the disruption of thyroid and growth; and

WHEREAS, exposure to perchlorate during key windows of time in the growth and
devclopment of babies could lead to health complications and intellectual limitations; and

WHEREAS, perchlorate is a clear threat to public health and the environment; zero exposure is
the only strategy that truly protects public health; and perchlorate exposure affects all residents of the
City of Rialto and Inland Counties; and

WHEREAS, an independent study conducted by the Press Enterprise found 13 of 18 samples of
lettuce grown in Inland Counties contained levels of perchlorate two (2) to three (3) times greater than
four (4) to nine (9) parts per billion found in the Colorado River; and

WHEREAS, three hundred sixty-five (365) perchlorate contaminated drinking water wells have
been identified in California, eighty-two (82) of which are located in San Bernardino County, and
twenty-two (22) wells have been shut down in the cites of Rialto, Fontana, Bloomington and Colton; and

WHEREAS, the chemical perchlorate (a rocket fuel ingredient used in the manufacture of
military rockets, pistol flares, fireworks and munitions) has been detected in significant concentrations

in the Rialto/Colton Basin; and
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WHEREAS, five of the City’ s twenty-two water wells have been shut down due to perchlorate
contamination; and

WHEREAS, The City Council has previously announced a “zero tolerance” policy towards
perchlorate; and

WHEREAS, the City of Rialto wishes to follow the Regional Water Quality Control Board’s
orders issued regarding perchlorate contamination and cleanup;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIALTO DOES
HEREBY FIND, DETERMINE AND RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The recitals to this resolution are true and correct and are incorporated herein by this
reference, and relied upon by the City Council in adopting this resolution.

Section 2. The City Council finds that there is significant disagreement within the scientific
community regarding the long term health effects of the regular ingestion of perchlorate. Because of
this disagreement, the fact that scientists on both sides appear credible, and the fact that the whole
perchlorate phenomenon has come to light only within the last decade, and only as a result of improved
testing lechnologies, the City Council has concluded that until there is substantially greater agreement
within the scientific community as to what, if any, levels or amounts of perchlorate are unquestionably
safe for regular human ingestion, the City of Rialto will continue with its “zero tolerance” policy for
perchlorate. When standard water testing techniques show any detectible levels of perchlorate in City
water wells, those wells will be shut down, and no water therefrom is to be put into the Rialto Water
System unless and until those wells can be treated back down to “non-detect” levels.

Section 3. The City Council urges its state elected officials to concur in this policy and authorize
Regional Water Quality Control Boards throughout this state to issue clean-up and abatement orders and
water replacement orders based upon the detection of any perchlorate found in pubiic drinking water
supplies.
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WHEREFORE, this Resolution is passed, approved and adopted by a four-fifth vote this 21st

A, sz

Al "
~GRACE VARGAS, W

day of June, 2005.

ATTEST:

A. McGEE, City Cle

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

eyt

ROBERT A. ODWEN, ¥ty Attorde
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO )ss
CITY OF RIALTO )

I Barbara A. McGee, City Clerk of the City of Rialto, do hereby certify that the foregoing
Resolution No. 5248 was duly passed and adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City
of Rialto held on the 21st day of June, 2005.

Upon motion of Councilmember Robertson, seconded by Councilmember
Scott, the foregoing Resolution No. 5248 was dully passed and adopted.

Vote on the motion:

AYES: Mayor Vargas, Council Members Robertson, Hanson, Sampson & Scott

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and the Official Seal of the City of

Rialto this 20th  day of July , 2005.
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